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Two of three southeast region
counties showed no change in
their monthly unemployment
rates. The state and national fig-
ures for October also remained
at September’s rate of unemploy-
ment. The lack of change in the
unemployment rate from Septem-
ber to October is common.

The Kenosha MSA unemploy-
ment rate was 4.8 percent in both

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES UNCHANGED IN OCTOBER

September and October. Com-
pared to last October, Kenosha
County has 1,400 more em-
ployed, 200 fewer unemployed
residents and an unemployment
rate that is three-tenths of a per-
centage point lower.

The county’s tally of total indus-
try employment as measured by
the nonfarm wage and salary esti-
mates survey was 54,800 jobs in
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October reflecting a 200-job in-
crease compared to September’s
final estimate. The growth was a
bit lower than expected but an
increase like this is still within the
bounds of expectation given his-
torical standards. Change was
measured in only a few sectors.
Educational and health services
and government each gained 200
jobs. A 200-job decrease in lei-
sure and hospitality employment
offset these gains, hence the over-
all 200-job gain. The remaining
industry sectors employment to-
tals were unchanged over the
month.

Annually, Kenosha County shows
a net gain of 300 jobs. Profes-
sional and business services (+300
jobs) showed the largest annual
employment gain at the sector
level. Small gains of about 100
jobs each were measured in vari-
ous other sectors such as total
trade, financial activities, informa-
tion and government.  Annual
employment decreases were
measured in manufacturing (-500
jobs) and other services (-100
jobs).

Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin Counties: October 2004

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County
Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03 Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03 Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03
Labor force 3,109,532 3,102,200 3,079,632 85,684 85,186 84421 93,627 94,431 93,548
Employed 2,983,026 297549 2,939,985 81,573 81,071 80,152 88,007 88,799 87,018
Unemployed 126,506 126,704 139,647 4111 4,115 4,269 5,620 5,632 6,530
% Unemployed 4.1% 4.1% 4.5% 4.8% 4.8% 5.19%] 6.0% 6.0% 7.0%]
Walworth County Southeast WDA United States
Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03 Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03 Oct-04 Sep-04 Oct-03
Labor force 57,493 57,787 56,783 | 236,804 237,404 234,752 147,978,000 147,186,000 146,787,000
Employed 55,674 56,010 54865 225254 225880 222,035 140,447,000 139,641,000 138,619,000
Unemployed 1,819 1,777 1,918 11,550 11,524 12,717 7,531,000 7,545,000 8,169,000
% Unemployed 3.2% 3.1% 3.4%) 4.9% 4.9% 5.4%] 5.1% 5.1% 5.6%)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Local Area Unemployment Statistics. Figures are not seasonally adjusted and current month’s data are preliminary
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Industry Employment Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin - October 2004

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County Walworth County Southeast WDA
Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change

since  since since  since since  since since  since since  since

Enployment in 1,000's Ot Sep. Ot | Ot Sep Ot | Ot Sep. Ot | Oct. Sep. Ot | Ot Sep. Ot

2004 2004 2003 2004 2004 2003 2004 2004 2003 2004 2004 2003 2004 2004 2003

All Industries 28679 132 580 548 02 03 796 -06 04 434 -0l 04 1778 05 1.1
Construction/Natural Resources 1373 03 26 24 00 00 39 00 00 21 00 0.0 84 00 00
Manufacturing 5198 03 164 93 00 05 193 -04 0.1 89 0l 00 375 05 06
Total Trade 4469 44 84 90 00 ol 121 -0l -04 58 00 0.1 269 -0l -02
Retail Trade 3282 39 37 69 00 00 9.1 -0l -04 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Wholesale Trade 1187 05 47 21 00 ol 30 00 00 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Transport/VVarehouse/Utilities 1095 00 1.3 15 00 00 20 00 00 12 00 0l 47 00 0.1
Financial Activities 161.7 0. 28 18 00 ol 29 00 0l 12 00 0.0 59 00 02
Education and Health Services 3802 08 59 86 02 0.l 105 00 0.1 39 00 02 230 02 02
Leisure and Hospitality 2515 80 65 6l 02 ol 66 -02 0l 71 08 0.1 198 -12 ol
Info./Prof./Bus.and Other Services 4466 0.1 180 67 00 03 120 -0l 07 52 0l 0.1 239 00 1.1
Information 477 0l -1.5 05 00 0.l 06 00 00 xX XX xX XX XX XX
Professional and Business Services 2689 04 20l 35 00 03 66 -0l 07 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Orther Services 1300 04 06 27 00 0.1 48 00 00 xX XX XX XX XX XX
Fed/State/Local Government 4144 164 -39 94 02 ol 103 02 0.l 80 06 03 277 10 05

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Current Employment Statistics. Figures are rounded and may not sum to total. Current month’s figures are preliminary

The October unemployment rate for the
Racine MSA (not seasonally adjusted)
was 6.0 percent and was unchanged from
September. It is one percent point lower
than it was in October 2003 representing
1,000 more employed residents and 900
fewer unemployed.

Racine County’s total nonfarm wage and
salary employment stood at 79,600 jobs in
October. This was 600 jobs fewer than
September’s total. The majority of Octo-
ber’s net job loss was centered in a 400-
job decrease in manufacturing employ-
ment. Leisure and hospitality employment
had 200 fewer jobs over the month. Total
trade; and professional and business ser-
vices employment decreased by 100 jobs
each.

An annual comparison of total jobs shows
that Racine County gained 400 jobs on a
net basis compared to October 2003. This
was the second month in a row and the
fifth month of 2004 to post an annual gain
in total jobs. A 700-job gain in professional
and business services employment lead
October’s overall job increase. Other in-
dustry sectors that showed annual employ-
ment growth were financial activities, lei-

sure and hospitality, and government, each
with 100 more jobs than in October 2003.
Total trade, manufacturing and educational
and health services each posted annual em-
ployment decreases of 100 jobs. In the
case of lower employment in educational
and health services, the employment deficit
is weighted towards the educational sub-
industries. The health services component
was unchanged from an annual perspective.

Walworth County’s unemployment rate
rose one-tenth of a percentage point in
October to 3.2 percent. Walworth was
the only regional county, and one of a
small number of Wisconsin counties, to
show a monthly rise in its rate. This small
rise is seasonal for Walworth and is char-
acteristic of change normally seen between
September and October as the labor force
continues to transition from its summer-
time peak. Walworth’s current unemploy-
ment rate is two-tenths of a percentage
point lower than in October 2003.

Walworth had a total of 43,400 jobs in
October 2004. This was a slight overall
decrease of jobs (-100 jobs) compared to
the previous month. Like many counties,
Walworth’s leisure and hospitality sector

employment decreased sharply (-800 jobs)
in October, while its publicly and privately-
owned educational institutions increased
their payrolls. Employment in Walworth’s
remaining industry sectors was fairly sub-
dued over the month.

Walworth measured an additional 400 jobs
compared to October 2003. Government,
and educational and health services
showed annual increases of 300 and 200
jobs, respectively. Total trade; and infor-
mation, professional and business services
each recorded 100 more jobs than in Oc-
tober 2003. The only industry sector to
report an employment decrease was trans-
portation, warehousing and utilities, -100
jobs.

Direct questions and comments to:
Eric Grosso, State Labor Economist
201 East Washington Avenue

Room A400

Madison, Wisconsin 53702

Phone: 608.266.7034

e-mail: eric.grosso@dwd.state.wi.us

Find the most current labor market info at:
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea/
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